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The House 'Assassiixations Commit-' 
tee, accused of wiretapping and other 
illegai operations,! has been denied 
any additional funding until; it an- 
swers the charges and justifies the $4 
milfion already spent^ . ; V.. ^ 

The House -Administration Com- 
mittee postponed action yesterday on 
the ass^s inations-paners request for 
an additioiaai $790,000 to finish inves- 
tigating . the murders *of John 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr. 

:Rep.. Frank Thompson Jr., D-NJ,, 
chairman of the Administration Com-^ 
niittee, said his;..panei also will he 
closely watching what the.- Assassina- 
tion Committee brings out in public 
hearings beginnings next -Monday — ^ 
whether the findings, are productive 
or ‘'a bust” : 

_A key witness at those hearings 
will be James Earl Ray', seiring a 99- 
year term in Tennessee foe the King 
slayiiiig;.. - - ? ^ ^ 






^ ,THE ASSASSINATIONS commit- 
tee, headed by Rep. Louis Stokes, D- 
Ohio, has spent $4 milHon in .two 
years- of operation. Monday, a man 
identifying himself as an undercover 
agent for the panel^aid in* St Louis 
he carried out illegal wiretaps and 
. mail interceptions as" part of his as- 
signment ■ d 

The man, Oliver Patterson, also 
said the -committee staff supplied 
. him with written answers when he 
. gave the panel a depositioit on his , 
contacts with J erry , , Ray. : James ; 
Earrsbrother. " 5 

Patterson, wh5 said he has workedi 
for the FBI since 1971 and ‘for the- 
assassinations .committee for. the- 
past several months, made tfa,e alle-i 
gations - in a news conference at 
" which Mark Lane, James: Earl Ray^si 
lawyer, also appeared. . i . d 
G. Robert Blakey, the assassinS 
tiotf committee's chief- counsel; told i 
. reporters yesterday herdid;notTecaD| 
. Pattefson as a member of the inve^ 
tigative staff^Trbut did:beiieye^herha^^ 
appeared as a subpoenaed witness.;^ 

■ “ IN ANY Case, Blakeyi^idliPaS 
tersoa’s allegations - “will bev takerti 
very- seriousiyiaird, wilk b^investt| 

■ gated fully going to-find^u ' 

what happened.;?- 

The administration committeKdJ 
rected the assassinations t paneL ti 
reply to the charges-after Congress., 
returns SepL 5 from its; Labor Dayi 
recess. i 

In delaying a decision on the re- 
quest for further funding^ the admin- 
istration panel followed the recom-! 
mendation of its subcommittee on 
accounts, which concluded Monday 
the assassinations : committee ha^. 
more than enough money to carry it 
through Oct 1. ' 

Even if the extra* moneys is ap4 
proved, the outlay will be subj ect toi 
approval by the full House, wherd 
there have been- increasing^ signs ofi 
uneasiness about the' committee's 
operations, , 



